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September 10, 2008

The Honorable Richard C. Shelby

Ranking Member, Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies
Appropriations Subcommittee

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Shelby:

The Coalition for National Science Funding (CNSF) is writing to express concern that an extended
Continuing Resolution (CR) for the FY 2009 appropriations will hamper the National Science
Foundation’s (NSF) ability to carry out programmatic plans and will create hardships and uncertainty for
students and researchers.

We urge you to provide the NSF with a total FY 2009 budget of $6.854 billion in any extended CR.

CNSF is grateful to you and the Appropriations Committees in the House and Senate for providing the
National Science Foundation with an FY 2009 budget of $6.854 billion, the same level as the
Administration’s budget request. We also thank you for providing funds for NSF in the recent
Supplemental Appropriations Act. CNSF appreciates this acknowledgment of the importance of NSF
to technological progress and U.S. competitiveness through its support of science, mathematics and
engineering research and education.

During the FY 2008 appropriations process, the House and Senate initially provided NSF with a ten
percent boost over FY 2007. Unfortunately, in the FY 2008 Consolidated Appropriations Act this
increase shrank to 2.5 percent. As a result of the unanticipated reduction in the NSF budget increase, the
agency had to make the following significant cutbacks and changes in program plans during FY 2008:
1,000 fewer grants to researchers; 230 fewer graduate fellowships; delay major program solicitations;
reduce support for facilities; and reduce support of both the Faculty Early Career Development and
Research Experiences for Undergraduates programs. Even though the NSF received $62.5 million in the
recent FY 2008 Supplemental Appropriations Act, these funds were, for the most part, designated to
specific programs and therefore do not alleviate the serious cutbacks listed above.

A CR that does not contain a total budget of $6.854 billion for NSF will further contribute to the erosion
of the agency’s ability to fund programs that are necessary to maintain the nation’s technological
leadership and competitiveness. At a time when many have acknowledged how important it is that the
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United States extend its competitive edge and prepare more students for scientific professions, we
cannot afford continuing instability in the availability of funding for researchers, undergraduate,
graduate and postdoctoral science, mathematics and engineering students. Eventually this year-over-
year unevenness in funding will cause students and experienced professionals to consider other careers.

We know that you understand the value of NSF to science, mathematics and engineering research and
education. You have demonstrated this often and it is for this reason that we ask for your support for

this request.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to working with you to help NSF remain the
premier basic research and science education agency in the world.

Sincerely,
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